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other officials had been hung on the walls in the
Capitol before the gallery of the Memorial His-
torical and Art Building was opened. The popu-
larity and value of the plan, originated by Mr.
Aldrich for the Capitol, led him to emphasize
this feature after the erection of the Memorial
Historical and Art Building, fie felt very
strongly that oil paintings of the prominent
men of Iowa ought to be preserved, and he made
the securing of such portraits one of the chief
objects of the Historical Department of which
he was Curator. Without funds for this specific
purpose, the only method of acquisition was by
gift. Many of the pioneers and distinguished
men to whom Mr. Aldrich issued his invitations
could not afford or were too modest to present
their portraits. Among those who received
such an invitation from Mr. Aldrich was Gen-
eral James B. Weaver; but neither response
nor refusal came while Mr. Aldrich lived.

Soon after Mr. Aldrich's death in March,
1908, Mrs. Charles Dupree Smith noticed the
absence of a portrait of General Weaver in the
gallery of the Historical Memorial and Art
Building. She at once conceived a plan for pro-
viding and presenting such a portrait, and
immediately communicated her ideas to General
G. M. Dodge, Hon. Fred E. White, General
James S. Clarkson and a number of other emi-
nent men, all of whom cordially approved the